
 
 

Righteousness by Faith 

Chapter 14—The Experience of Righteousness by Faith Outlined 

Portion of The Review and Herald, November 4, 1890, titled “Christ the Way of Life.” 
Published in Selected Messages 1:365–368. 

“Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel” 
(Mark 1:14, 15). 

Repentance is associated with faith and is urged in the gospel as essential to salvation. 
Paul preached repentance. He said, “I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:20, 21). There is no salvation without repentance. No impenitent 
sinner can believe with his heart unto righteousness, Repentance is described by Paul as 
a godly sorrow for sin that “worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of” (2 
Corinthians 7:10). This repentance has in it nothing of the nature of merit, but it prepares 
the heart for the acceptance of Christ as the only Saviour, the only hope of the lost sinner. 

As the sinner looks to the law, his guilt is made plain to him and pressed home to his 
conscience, and he is condemned. His only comfort and hope is found in looking to the 
cross of Calvary. As he ventures upon the promises, taking God at His word, relief and 
peace come to his soul. He cries, “Lord, Thou hast promised to save all who come unto 
Thee in the name of Thy Son. I am a lost, helpless, hopeless soul. Lord, save, or I perish.” 
His faith lays hold on Christ, and he is justified before God. 

But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinner through the merits of Christ, no man 
can cover his soul with the garments of Christ’s righteousness while practicing known sins 
or neglecting known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before 
justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be 



continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul. 

James writes of Abraham and says, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when 
he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” 
(James 2:21–24). In order for man to be justified by faith, faith must reach a point where 
it will control the affections and impulses of the heart; and it is by obedience that faith 
itself is made perfect. 

Faith the Condition of Promise 

Without the grace of Christ, the sinner is in a hopeless condition; nothing can be done for 
him; but through divine grace, supernatural power is imparted to the man and works in 
mind and heart and character. It is through the impartation of the grace of Christ that sin 
is discerned in its hateful nature and finally driven from the soul temple. It is through 
grace that we are brought into fellowship with Christ, to be associated with Him in the 
work of salvation. Faith is the condition upon which God has seen fit to promise pardon 
to sinners; not that there is any virtue in faith whereby salvation is merited, but because 
faith can lay hold of the merits of Christ, the remedy provided for sin. Faith can present 
Christ’s perfect obedience instead of the sinner’s transgression and defection. When the 
sinner believes that Christ is his personal Saviour, then according to His unfailing 
promises, God pardons his sin and justifies him freely. The repentant soul realizes that 
his justification comes because Christ, as his Substitute and Surety, has died for him, is 
his atonement and righteousness. 

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” 
(Romans 4:3–5). Righteousness is obedience to the law. The law demands righteousness, 
and this the sinner owes to the law; but he is incapable of rendering it. The only way in 
which he can attain to righteousness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the 
merits of Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner’s account. 
Christ’s righteousness is accepted in place of man’s failure, and God receives, pardons, 
justifies, the repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and loves 
him as He loves His Son. This is how faith is accounted righteousness; and the pardoned 
soul goes on from grace to grace, from light to a greater light. He can say with rejoicing, 



“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5–7). 

Again: it is written, “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13). Jesus declared, 
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). “Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (Verse 
5). It is not a low standard that is placed before us, for we are to become the children of 
God. We are to be saved as individuals, and in the day of test and trial we shall be able to 
discern between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him not. We are saved as 
individual believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many are losing the right way, in consequence of thinking that they must climb to heaven, 
that they must do something to merit the favor of God. They seek to make themselves 
better by their own unaided efforts. This they can never accomplish. Christ has made the 
way by dying our Sacrifice, by living our Example, by becoming our great High Priest. He 
declares, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). If by any effort of our own we 
could advance one step toward the ladder, the words of Christ would not be true. But 
when we accept Christ, good works will appear as fruitful evidence that we are in the way 
of life, that Christ is our way, and that we are treading the true path that leads to heaven. 

He Becomes Our Righteousness 

Christ looks at the spirit, and when He sees us carrying our burden with faith, His perfect 
holiness atones for our shortcomings. When we do our best, He becomes our 
righteousness. It takes every ray of light that God sends to us to make us the light of the 
world—Letter 22, 1889. 

Chapter 15—This Is Justification by Faith 

Portion of Manuscript 21, 1891, written February 27, 1891. Published in Sda Bible The 
S.D.A. Bible Commentary 6:1070, 1071. 



As the penitent sinner, contrite before God, discerns Christ’s atonement in his behalf and 
accepts this atonement as his only hope in this life and the future life, his sins are 
pardoned. This is justification by faith. Every believing soul is to conform his will entirely 
to God’s will and keep in a state of repentance and contrition, exercising faith in the 
atoning merits of the Redeemer and advancing from strength to strength, from glory to 
glory. 

Pardon and justification are one and the same thing. Through faith, the believer passes 
from the position of a rebel, a child of sin and Satan, to the position of a loyal subject of 
Christ Jesus, not because of an inherent goodness, but because Christ receives him as His 
child by adoption. The sinner receives the forgiveness of his sins, because these sins are 
borne by his Substitute and Surety. The Lord speaks to His Heavenly Father, saying: “This 
is My child, I reprieve him from the condemnation of death, giving him My life insurance 
policy—eternal life—because I have taken his place and have suffered for his sins. He is 
even My beloved son.” Thus man, pardoned, and clothed with the beautiful garments of 
Christ’s righteousness, stands faultless before God. 

The sinner may err, but he is not cast off without mercy. His only hope, however, is 
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the Father’s prerogative 
to forgive our transgressions and sins, because Christ has taken upon Himself our guilt 
and reprieved us, imputing to us His own righteousness. His sacrifice satisfies fully the 
demands of justice. 

Justification is the opposite of condemnation. God’s boundless mercy is exercised toward 
those who are wholly undeserving. He forgives transgressions and sins for the sake of 
Jesus, who has become the propitiation for our sins. Through faith in Christ, the guilty 
transgressor is brought into favor with God and into the strong hope of life eternal. 

Chapter 16—Accepted in Christ 

Article in The Signs of the Times, July 4, 1892. 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). This message is for the 
world, for “whosoever” means that any and all who comply with the condition may share 



the blessing. All who look unto Jesus, believing in Him as their personal Saviour, shall 
“not perish, but have everlasting life.” Every provision has been made that we may have 
the everlasting reward. 

Christ is our Sacrifice, our Substitute, our Surety, our divine intercessor; He is made unto 
us righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. “For Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:24). 

The intercession of Christ in our behalf is that of presenting His divine merits in the 
offering of Himself to the Father as our substitute and surety; for He ascended up on high 
to make an atonement for our transgressions. “If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2). “Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” 
(1 John 4:10). “He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). 

From these scriptures it is evident that it is not God’s will that you should be distrustful 
and torture your soul with the fear that God will not accept you because you are sinful and 
unworthy. “Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you” (James 4:8). Present your 
case before Him, pleading the merits of the blood shed for you upon Calvary’s cross. Satan 
will accuse you of being a great sinner, and you must admit this, but you can say: “I know 
I am a sinner, and that is the reason I need a Saviour. Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. ‘The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7). ‘If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness’ (Verse 9). I have no merit or goodness whereby I may 
claim salvation, but I present before God the all-atoning blood of the spotless Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is my only plea. The name of Jesus gives 
me access to the Father. His ear, His heart, is open to my faintest pleading, and He 
supplies my deepest necessities.” 

This Is Justification 

It is the righteousness of Christ that makes the penitent sinner acceptable to God and 
works his justification. However sinful has been his life, if he believes in Jesus as his 
personal Saviour, he stands before God in the spotless robes of Christ’s imputed 
righteousness. 



The sinner so recently dead in trespasses and sins is quickened by faith in Christ. He sees 
by faith that Jesus is his Saviour, and alive forevermore, able to save unto “the uttermost 
[all] that come unto God by Him.” In the atonement made for him the believer sees such 
breadth and length and height and depth of efficiency—sees such completeness of 
salvation, purchased at such infinite cost, that his soul is filled with praise and 
thanksgiving. He sees as in a glass the glory of the Lord and is changed into the same 
image as by the Spirit of the Lord. He sees the robe of Christ’s righteousness, woven in 
the loom of heaven, wrought by His obedience, and imputed to the repenting soul through 
faith in His name. 

When the sinner has a view of the matchless charms of Jesus, sin no longer looks 
attractive to him; for he beholds the Chiefest among ten thousand, the One altogether 
lovely. He realizes by a personal experience the power of the gospel, whose vastness of 
design is equaled only by its preciousness of purpose. 

We have a living Saviour. He is not in Joseph’s new tomb; He is risen from the dead and 
has ascended on high as a Substitute and Surety for every believing soul. “Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). 
The sinner is justified through the merits of Jesus, and this is God’s acknowledgment of 
the perfection of the ransom paid for man. That Christ was obedient even unto the death 
of the cross is a pledge of the repenting sinner’s acceptance with the Father. Then shall 
we permit ourselves to have a vacillating experience of doubting and believing, believing 
and doubting? Jesus is the pledge of our acceptance with God. We stand in favor before 
God, not because of any merit in ourselves, but because of our faith in “the Lord our 
righteousness.” 

Jesus stands in the holy of holies, now to appear in the presence of God for us. There He 
ceases not to present His people moment by moment, complete in Himself. But because 
we are thus represented before the Father, we are not to imagine that we are to presume 
upon His mercy and become careless, indifferent, and self-indulgent. Christ is not the 
minister of sin. We are complete in Him, accepted in the Beloved, only as we abide in Him 
by faith. 

Perfection through our own good works we can never attain. The soul who sees Jesus by 
faith, repudiates his own righteousness. He sees himself as incomplete, his repentance 
insufficient, his strongest faith but feebleness, his most costly sacrifice as meager, and he 
sinks in humility at the foot of the cross. But a voice speaks to him from the oracles of 
God’s Word. In amazement he hears the message, “Ye are complete in Him.” Now all is at 



rest in his soul. No longer must he strive to find some worthiness in himself, some 
meritorious deed by which to gain the favor of God. 

A Truth Hard to Grasp 

Beholding the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world, he finds the peace of 
Christ; for pardon is written against his name, and he accepts the Word of God, “Ye are 
complete in Him” (Colossians 2:10). How hard is it for humanity, long accustomed to 
cherish doubt, to grasp this great truth! But what peace it brings to the soul, what vital 
life! In looking to ourselves for righteousness, by which to find acceptance with God, we 
look to the wrong place, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:23). We are to look to Jesus; for “we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
You are to find your completeness by beholding the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. 

Standing before the broken law of God, the sinner cannot cleanse himself; but, believing 
in Christ, he is the object of His infinite love and clothed in His spotless righteousness. 
For those who believe in Christ, Jesus prayed: “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy 
word is truth: … that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that Thou hast sent me. And the 
glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as We are one” 
(John 17:17–22). “O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but I have known 
Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And I have declared unto them Thy 
name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, 
and I in them” (Verses 25, 26). 

Who can comprehend the nature of that righteousness which makes the believing sinner 
whole, presenting him to God without spot or wrinkle or any such thing? We have the 
pledged word of God that Christ is made unto us righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. God grant that we may rely upon His word with implicit trust, and enjoy His 
richest blessing. “For the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have loved Me, and have 
believed that I came out from God” (John 16:27).1 

                                            
1 White, E. G. (1979). Faith and Works (pp. 99–109). Southern Publishing Association. 


